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EDUCATION

University of Notre Dame
Ph.D. Sociology, January 2015
Dissertation: “American Christianity & Consumerism: Understanding the
Relationship Between Christian Economic Culture and Secular
Consumer Culture.”
Committee: Christian Smith (chair), Kraig Beyerlein, Mary Ellen
Konieczny, Omar Lizardo, and David Sikkink.
Comprehensive Exams: Sociology of Religion & Cultural Sociology
M.A. Sociology, 2009

Princeton Theological Seminary
Master of Divinity, 2007

Bridgewater College
B.A. History & Political Science, Philosophy & Religion, 2004. Summa Cum Laude.

RESEARCH AND TEACHING INTERESTS

Sociology of Religion Cultural Sociology

Research Methods Money, Giving & Consumer Culture

Social Media & Networking Congregational Studies
PUBLICATIONS

Peer-Reviewed

2017  Peter Mundey. “The Prosperity Gospel and the Spirit of Consumerism According to
Joel Osteen.” Pneuma: The Journal for Pentecostal Studies 39(3):315-338.

2015  Brian]. Miller and Peter Mundey. “Follow the Rules and No One Will Get Hurt:
Performing Boundary Work to Avoid Negative Interactions When Using Social
Network Sites.” Information, Communication and Society 18(2):187-201.

2013  Brian]. Miller, Peter Mundey, and Jonathan P. Hill. “Faith in the Age of Facebook:
Exploring the Links Between Religion and Social Network Site Membership and Use.”
Sociology of Religion 74(2):227-253.




2011  Peter Mundey, Hilary Davidson, and Patricia Snell Herzog. “Making Money Sacred:
How Two Church Cultures Translate Mundane Money into Distinct Sacralized
Frames of Giving.” Sociology of Religion 72(3):303-326.

Other Publications

2017  Peter Mundey. “Review of Phillip Sinitiere’s Salvation with a Smile: Joel Osteen,
Lakewood Church & American Christianity.” Review of Religious Research 59(1):101-
103.

2012  Peter Mundey. “Review of Omri Elisha’s Moral Ambition: Mobilization and
Social Outreach in Evangelical Churches.” Sociology of Religion 73(2):225-227.

2009 Ryan Lincoln, Chris Morrissey, and Peter Mundey. “Religious Giving: A

Comprehensive Review of the Literature—Background Paper for the JTF Generosity
Planning Project.”

WORKS IN PROGRESS

Journal “Emerging SNS Use: The Importance of Social Network Sites for Older Emerging
Article Adults” (with Brian ]. Miller). Under review at Journal of Youth Studies.

Journal “A Literature Review of Research on the Economic Practices of U.S. Congregations”
Article (with David King and Brad R. Fulton). Under review at Social Compass.

Journal “Spirituality, Shopping, Buying, and Owning: The Relationship between Faith and

Article Consumerism in Older Emerging Adults” (with Brian J. Miller). Under review at
Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion.

PRESENTATIONS

2018  “Spirituality, Shopping, Buying, and Owning: The Relationship between Faith and
Consumerism in Older Emerging Adults” (with Brian ]. Miller). American Sociological
Association, Philadelphia, PA.

2017  “A Literature Review of Research on the Economic Practices of U.S. Congregations”
(with David King and Brad Fulton). Society for the Scientific Study of Religion,
Washington, DC.

2017 “Emerging and Diverging SNS Use: The Importance of Social Network Sites for Older
Emerging Adults” (with Brian J. Miller). American Sociological Association, Montreal,
CA.

2013  “Follow the Informal Rules to Limit Harm: Avoiding Negative Interactions When
Using Social Network Sites” (with Brian J. Miller). American Sociological Association,

New York, NY.

2012  “Religion and Mass Consumer Materialism: Exploring How Religion Impacts



2012

2012

2012

2011

2011

2011

2011

2010

2010

2010

2010

2009

2009

Managing Money and Consumption.” Society for the Scientific Study of Religion,
Phoenix, AZ.

“Religion, Consumerism, and Generosity.” Science of Generosity Conference,
Philadelphia, PA.

“The Informal Rules of Consumption: Exploring the Unofficial Guidelines of
American Consumption.” American Sociological Association, Denver, CO.

“Catholicism and the Family: Understanding Family Schemas in the Catholic
Tradition” (with Linda Kawentel and Mary Ellen Konieczny). American Sociological
Association, Denver, CO.

“Cultures of Money: Explaining Congregational Responses to the Economic Crisis”
(with Brandon Vaidyanathan, Melissa Pirkey, and Katie Spencer). American
Sociological Association, Las Vegas, NV.

“The Nexus Between Sitting in the Pews and Using Facebook: How Religion Affects
SNS Use” (with Brian J. Miller). American Sociological Association, Las Vegas, NV.

“Religion and Consumerism: Exploring How American Religion May Encourage
and Counteract Consumerism.” Society for the Scientific Study of Religion, Milwaukee,
WI

“Reading the Writing on the Wall: How Bible Reading Affects SNS Use Among
Emerging Adults” (with Brian J. Miller). Society for the Scientific Study of Religion,
Milwaukee, WI.

“Towards a Synthetic Perspective on Religious Vitality: Combining Rational Choice
and Social Movements Literatures” (with Kraig Beyerlein). Society for the Scientific
Study of Religion, Baltimore, MD.

“Catholicism and the Family: Understanding Family Schemas in the Catholic
Tradition” (with Mary Ellen Konieczny). Society for the Scientific Study of Religion,
Baltimore, MD.

“Congregational Democracy Deferred in Church Finances: Behind-the-Scenes in the
Congregational Financial Decision-Making Process” (with Hilary Davidson).
American Sociological Association, Atlanta, GA.

“Making Money Sacred: How Conceptualizations of Religious Giving Work
Differently in Evangelical and Mainline Protestant Contexts.” American Sociological
Association, Atlanta, GA.

“Facing Tough Times: Congregational Responses to the Economic Crisis” (with Katie
Spencer and Brandon Vaidyanathan). Society for the Scientific Study of Religion,
Denver, CO.

“Reconstructing Social Space at Willow Creek Community Church.” Society



2009

2009

2009

2008

2008

2008

for the Scientific Study of Religion, Denver, CO.

“The Purpose Driven Politics of Rick Warren.” American Sociological Association, San
Francisco, CA.

“How Religious Leaders Used Endorsements to Shape Religious Identity in the 2008
Presidential Primaries” (with Joseph Workman and Lourdes Meraz). American
Sociological Association, San Francisco, CA.

“Money Talk: Congregational Discourse on the Current Economic Crisis” (with Katie
Spencer and Brandon Vaidyanathan). Chicago Ethnography Conference, Evanston, IL.

“The Prosperity Gospel and the Spirit of Capitalism According to Joel Osteen.”
Society for the Scientific Study of Religion, Louisville, KY.

“Megachurches and Social Change: Why Megachurches are Increasingly Becoming
Forces for Philanthropic, Political, and Social Activism.” Society for the Scientific
Study of Religion, Louisville, KY.

“The Neo-Parish: Willow Creek’s Middle Ground Between Mega-Worship and
Small Groups.” American Sociological Association, Boston, MA.

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

Research Experience

2017-Present: University of Oklahoma Health Sciences Center
Research Associate, Center on Child Abuse and Neglect (CCAN)

2016-2018: Indiana University-Purdue University Indianapolis (IUPUI)
Research Fellow, Lake Institute on Faith and Giving
National Study of Congregations’ Economic Practices (NSCEP)

2007 Summer - 2016 Summer: University of Notre Dame

Research Assistant for Christian Smith

National Study of Youth and Religion, Science of Generosity Project, Northern Indiana
Congregations Study, Parental Cultures and Practices of Intergenerational Transmission of
Religious Faith to Children Study

2006 Summer: Princeton University
Research Assistant for Robert Wuthnow

Teaching Experience



Adjunct Faculty
2016-2017: Marian University
SOC 101 - Introduction to Sociology
SOC 245 - Sociology of Religion

Grading Assistant
2016-2017: Calvin College
SOC 151- Sociological Principles and Perspectives

Visiting Affiliated Faculty
2014-2016: Calvin College
SOC 151 - Sociological Principles and Perspectives
SOC 314 - Contemporary Social Problems

Teaching Assistant
2012 Spring: University of Notre Dame
SOC 20722 - Introduction to Social Psychology

Instructor of Sociology
2011 Fall: University of Notre Dame
SOC 20033 - Introduction to Social Problems

Guest Lecturer

2012 Spring, 2013 Spring, & 2014 Spring: University of Notre Dame
“Sacred & Gifted Monies” (with Hilary Davidson) in SOC 13181 - The Sociology of Money

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

2009 Presider, “Religion and Financial and Resource Stratification.” Society for the Scientific

Study of Religion, Denver, CO.

2009 Presider. “Sociology of Religion.” American Sociological Association, San Francisco, CA.

2009 Presider, “Sociology of Religion Roundtables” American Sociological Association, San

Francisco, CA.

2017- Jacquet Award Committee, Religious Research Association

2018

Reviewer: Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion, Sociological Focus, Social Problems, and

Sociology of Religion

ADDITIONAL TRAINING




2011 Striving for Excellence in Teaching Certification, Kaneb Center for Teaching and
Learning, University of Notre Dame

2003 Diploma, International Institute on Political and Economic Studies, Georgetown
University

2002 Diploma, Institute on Political Journalism, Georgetown University

2001 Diploma, Institute on Philanthropy and Voluntary Service, Indiana University-Purdue
University Indianapolis (IUPUI)

MEMBERSHIPS

American Sociological Association
Society for the Scientific Study of Religion
Association for the Sociology of Religion
Religious Research Association

REFERENCES

Dr. Christian Smith

William R. Kenan, Jr. Professor of Sociology

Director of the Center for the Study of Religion and Society
University of Notre Dame

Notre Dame, IN 46556

chris.smith@nd.edu

Dr. Mary Ellen Konieczny

Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology

Faculty Fellow, Center for the Study of Religion and Society
University of Notre Dame

Notre Dame, IN 46556

MaryEllen.Konieczny.1@nd.edu

Dr. Kraig Beyerlein

Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology

Faculty Fellow, Center for the Study of Religion and Society
University of Notre Dame

Notre Dame, IN 46556

kbeyerl1@nd.edu

Dr. Bessie Rigakos

Chair of the Department of History and Social Science
Assistant Professor of Sociology

Marian University

3200 Cold Spring Road

Indianapolis, IN 46222-1997

brigakos@marian.edu



Dr. Mark Mulder

Chair of the Department of Sociology and Social Work
Professor of Sociology

Calvin College

321 Burton SE

Grand Rapids, MI 49546

mmulder@calvin.edu

Dr. David Patrick King

Karen Lake Buttrey Director, Lake Institute on Faith & Giving
Assistant Professor, Philanthropic Studies

University Hall, Suite 3000

301 University Boulevard

Indianapolis, IN 46202

kingdp@iupui.edu



